Morningside Area Community Council
Meeting Minutes:  August 7, 2013

Call to Order:  7:04

Pledge

I. Introductions

II. Minutes & Finance Report
a. $420, net, at yard sale
b. Mulch
c. St. Raphael’s sponsorship
Motions:  Amy Ervin (1st), John Santore (2nd)

III. Commander O’Connor
a. Perpetrators are looking for jewels, firearms, cash…
b. Watch out for each other
c. One set of perpetrators caught  
d. Spate of break-ins (4 offenses)
i. Unlocked doors/windows (esp. hot weather)
ii. Being investigated
e. Contact the Commander via email
f. Next Door Morningside
i. Neighbors felt it was easy to see information
ii. Pittsburgh Police may start using Facebook
g. 2nd busiest Zone in City 
i. Busiest Zone if you exclude South Side bedlam over weekend
ii. We are stretched – it may take us awhile
1. Down from 1,000 officers to ~830 officers
h. There is no Zone 5 Safety Meeting in August
i. A police officer will be on hand at the St. Raphael Carnival

IV. National Night Out
a. Commander O’Conner came through
b. A biker was issued a ticket as a result 
c. Upcoming Block Watch Meeting on September 25

V. PWSA issue
a. Hole on 800 block of Chislett; board is covering it up
b. DPW fixed it, but PWSA is probably going to have to fix it
c. MACC may want to send a letter to DPW/PWSA to fix it

VI. Event/Fundraising
a. Comedy Night at VFW
i. Tickets are $20 (about 50 are left)
ii. Fundraiser for Morningside Mile/Wounded Warriors Project
b. Sponsorships
i. More than $3,000 has been raised
ii. If anybody knows of a police officer, we need police volunteer to help reduce the event cost

c. Morningside Mile
i. Registration is open
ii. We prefer checks/cash to avoid online credit card fees

d. St. Rocco Committee
i. John is upset about the fireworks display
ii. They make a mess and should be in charge of cleaning it up

e. St. Raphael’s Bizarre
i. We are still looking for volunteers

f. Falloween
i. Need to reserve a date – October 12 (possibly October 19)
ii. Send out a Doodle Poll to see what works best
1. See what day Katie Jones is available 
iii. Kids dress up/Pop-Up Co-op/Music

VII. Community Development and Housing
a. Morningside Elementary School
i. Has received several inquiries
1. 2 official cash bids 
2. URA may buy it
a. Sell to a qualified buyer
ii. Market rate facility or senior facility
iii. May be sold by September
b. Field Improvement
i. Councilman Dowd’s office  approved a grant
1. Sequencing usage of the field
2. Creation/facilitation of an umbrella group
ii. Neighborhood Needs Program
1. Financing and capital improvements
c. Heths Run Bridge Community Meeting
i. PennDot will create a bypass road after Labor Day
ii. Will organize a community meeting about the transit changes
1. Two or three weeks after Labor Day 
d. Bank
i. Donovan is going to be the listing agent
ii. Talk of a dry-cleaner moving into Morningside 
e. Butler Street
i. House is still for sale (Emily)

VIII. Old Business
a. Old Stagnos Building
i. Up for lease
b. Bulldog Pub
i. Terry, Emily, and Grant met with neighbors
1. Going to finalize noise reductions
2. Pull down garage door earlier in the evening
3. Outdoor seating 
4. Café seating needs to be approved by Councilman

IX. New Business
a. St. Raphael parade announcement (Nan)
b. Celebrating Festival of St. Rocco 
i. First year they are combining St. Raphael/St. Rocco

X. Closing
a. Motion:  John Santore (1st); meeting adjourned

Adjourned Order:  8:34

